What’s your song? ( Ever think about it?  If you were to have a “life song,” that talked about you to others, what would it be?

That’s what one of the Bible study sessions led by Dr. Mary Hilgendorf at the 2009 LWML Convention in Portland, Oregon, asked us ladies.  
Well, mine would be “Live Out Loud” by Steven Curtis Chapman.  That’s just who I am.  (  My name is Sharon Kiefer, and I was honored to be selected as the YWR to represent the NJ District [image: image1.jpg]


at this past year’s biennial convention.  What an experience!!  I’ve been to youth gatherings before, having been involved with the youth of our district for the past 10 years or so, and that is something to behold as well – but this was something more personal.  Don’t get me wrong – I love teenagers, with their challenges and questions and zest for life.  But being there, as a Lutheran woman of Faith, with all those other Lutheran women?  In a word,  AWESOME.  

That first day, we just got settled.  Checked into our hotel room – I was doubly-excited because I was also sharing this experience with my Mom, who has never been to any convention like this, so it was a joy to see her experiencing it for the first time.  Walked around the city, checked things out and got our bearings.  
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Good thing we relaxed that first day, because the next 4 days we were GO GO GO!!!  Between the bible studies in the main convention center, and the evening sessions that included singing and worship, keynote speakers, and special entertainment, there were also all the special opportunities that they had set-up for us YWRs to really get the most out of the convention.  As I said, we were VERY busy.  (
The theme of the convention was Look to the Hills, Our God Reigns.  That was EASY to remember, because the mountains were all around us!  Simply beautiful!!!  
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For us YWRs, we had the opportunity to not only experience everything that the convention had to offer, but also to be able to do some special events as well.  First, we helped out with organizing and counting the Gifts from the Heart donations; then, there was the pinning ceremony of the special YWR pin, in which the double links represent LWML women of all ages who are joyfully united in spirit and purpose.  This is so true – immediate friendships based on the shared Faith were a blessing.  We also had dinner with Jan, the national LWML president.  
One of the biggest highlights for me was the special luncheon with President and Mrs. Terry Kieschnick.  It was so nice to see the love between the two of them, as well as the passion for our LORD that they both shared.  A special bonus was that we were at their table, so just visited, too.
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Being that the LWML is a mission-focused ministry, we did a walk the one morning and Moved for Missions.  There was a group of YWRs that got together the night before, and we had been given old sheets and a pair of scissors from the hotel to make banners.  Through the convention, we had come up with nicknames for each other… either based on personality, or where you were from.  I was “Jersey”.  (  
Continuing with the mission-related participation was a procession of all the flags of the countries, both currently supported by LWML Missions, and others that we have yet to but hope to, in order to reach the world for Christ.  This is me (I honestly don’t recall what country my flag was from) with another YWR, also from NJ, but from the SELC district.  
So, all in all, a fabulous experience as a YWR at the LWML Convention – and already making plans and looking forward to attending the next convention being held in Peoria, Illinois June 23-26, 2011.  It’ll be great to hang out with the special ladies from NJ again, and also to get back together with those friends that were made through the YWR programs.  
And have you thought about it – what’s your song?  It’s a neat way to reach out to someone, and a different way to describe yourself.  If you have a minute, get to know me – listen to “Live Out Loud”, by Steven Curtis Chapman.  
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May you always remember Psalm 121:1–2 (NIV) “I lift my eyes to the hills—where does my help come from?  My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.  And serve the Lord with gladness.”
May the Lord bless you this day, and thank you again for this opportunity and letting me share my story!!!  

Prayerfully, in His service, 
Sharon Kiefer
Sharon & her Mom








